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The Nato Shipping Centre is warning of a continuing risk of collateral damage in 

the Northwestern, Western and Southwest Black Sea.

Some of the highlights of this advisory:

“Drifting mines have been detected and deactivated in the Western Black Sea by 

coastal nation’s authorities (ref. NAVAREA III-126/22 and NAVAREA III 017/22). 

The latest statement of regional authorities, confirming another sighting of a mine,

shows the threat of drifting mines in the Southwest part of the Black Sea still 

exists. An additional stray mine was detected and neutralized by coastal nation’s 

authorities on the 19th of October 2022 in the Southwestern part of the Black Sea.

National authorities stated that the searches for mine-like objects are ongoing. 

Thethreat of more drifting mines cannot be ruled out. Any sightings of mine-like objects should be reported to 

coastal authorities and shipping should remain well clear of the hazard. NSC strongly advises masters to take 

all precautions to mitigate the threat including avoiding floating objects, keep the forward area of the ship clear 

of crew, and using effective look-outs. Merchant vessels are also reminded to monitor the local authorities’ 

broadcasts for the latest Navigational Warnings.

National Coastal Warnings have been broadcast recommending the safe routes for shipping in the Western 

Black Sea (ref. Costal Warning NW 18/29.03.2022. BLACK SEA. ROMANIA). Shipping is advised to use these 

routes and stay in contact with relevant authorities.”

“In addition, NSC advises appropriate countermeasures as described in “ATP-02.1 - Naval Cooperation and 

Guidance for Shipping (NCAGS) Manual”, which can be downloaded from the NATO Shipping Centre homepage 

(www.shipping.nato.int). An extract of the manual that describes countermeasures for a mine threat is included 

below.

The threat of collateral damage or direct hits on civilian shipping in the War Risk Area (NAVAREA III 0124/2022) of 

the Black Sea area remains HIGH. The threat of GPS jamming, AIS spoofing, communications jamming, electronic 

interference and cyber- attacks in the area are also considered HIGH. Harassment and diversion of shipping in 

the area cannot be excluded.”

The full advisory and other advisories can be found at:

https://shipping.nato.int/nsc

QUESTIONS?

Should you have any questions following this information, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

ABOUT EF MARINE

EF Marine provides Fixed Premium P&I solutions to Shipowners, Charterers and MultiModal operators. 

EF Marine has a global client base and offices in Singapore and Rotterdam. EF Marine provides ‘AA-‘rated 

security from Swiss Re Corporate Solutions with limits up to USD 500m. Through our partnership with Swiss 

Re Corporate Solutions we provide our clients with first class security combined with EF Marine’s extensive 

knowledge of the P&I market.


